CamraBolton Brancland its Pubss seerby the
2 K I (1 Q &CobtribitofsAnd GB@ 1975 to 1984

In 1975 the Bolton Branch area as we kribwday was still part of North Manchester Branch. In
Novembem cpt p (G KS& Ay i NP HeNSvivletteriof thie Nérth MahdhgsBranch of
CAMRABY Vol 2April 1977}t had become The Manchester Beer DrirfRd¥ewsletter Bolton
Branch had by nowin November 1976 been formeth March 1978 it wasenamed again ashe
ManchesterBeer Drinke® Monthly Magazinelt was to be Xmas 1985 befoBwlton Banch
introducedthe 1* edition of Bolton Beer Breakhe branches own magaziriehe followingpages
recordthose articles related t@oltonBranchthat appearedn the copies of Wha& Doing that |
havebetween 1975 and 1984lso listed are thannualGood Beer Guide (GBG) eagiplusa few
other events that members of the day would have been involmaibgetherwith members fromthe
other Greater Manchester branches.

My thanks go to all tcontributors and especially the editdhe late Neil Richardsomvith whom |
spent more than a few lwh hours having a couple of pints in SwintrFarnworthwheneither
delivering copyor inclusionor collecting the printed copies for collatiagd distribution to the
pubs

Direct quotes from Wha& Doing are in Italics, except that | have dropped Bolton from any address
in Bolton. Any articles with photos from N&ikrchives | have scanned, as are pub guides where this
was practicalPlease bear in mind that inétera coveredeveryone was rather morkeroadminded

and tolerantthan the politically correcsockety that we havebecometoday!

If you have further or missing information pou thinkmy memoryis somewhat less accurate than
yours then pleasemailpubs@boltoncamraorg.uk

2 K| {1 QaNdveinbey 75 (The first one)

Bolton Branclwasnot yet formed the areawascovered by North Manchester branaliho it is
noted had included the following additional Bolton pubs for inclusion in the 1976 GBG (£1.40)

Ainswoth Arms Halliwell RoadTetley Walker
{dF3Qa I SFRXI 5SIySs .daNli2yg22R
Toll Bar, Horwich, Thwaites

Gipsy Tent, Tetley Walker, (spelbrrectlyasstill visible on the end of the building Bsé LJa € Qa A Y
guide)

Queen Anne, Little Lever, Thwaites
' RRAGAZ2Y I f Ay T2NYI-insl@gd ingothit KEY mpKpliO@mn®2py3Il YR
Alma, Bradshawgate, Greenall Whitley

Sweet Green Tavern, Pool St, Tetley Walker


mailto:pubs@boltoncamra.org.uk

White Lion, Deansgate, Wilsons
York Hotel, Newport St, Burtonwood
Market, Farnworth Tetley Walker
Saddle, Farnworth, Tetley Walker
Lord Neton Stoneclough

The first Greater Manchest®&eer Guide (th®©rangeand Black one with selected pubs) was still
being surveyed, and it was noted that information is still required for Bolton, Westhoughton, Little
Lever, Farnworth, Horwich and Turton amonggsveral others.

December 1975 to September 1976 (No copies available)

October1976

North Manchester branch had held its Branch meeting at the Lord Nelson in Ringleyere
considering a move elsewhere after a change in the original licensees.lIpage article they were
most upset by the installation, as a condition of the new tenancy, that a jukebox had been installed.

w2 Kl G GKSe& Olyy2i 6S SEOdASR A& GKS YzzyadNepaade
presence felt everywhere throughtesnal loudspeakerg quite the most gaudy and ugly juke box to

be found. | should think, anywhere an eyesore, wHihNi- f f @ RSAGNRe&a GKS LJdz Qa
LGQ&A Fo2dzi Fa AyO2y3aNH2dza & (GKS v dzSShackbbfMNA Ay 3
Kawasaki 120@

(No doubt the said jukebox would now be worth a fortune to a collector!)
Also included was a list of pubs selling Tetley or Walkers handpumped beer
Farnworth¢ Market, Saddle and Clock Face (all Tetley)

BoltongSweet Green Tadl/ = 6 ¢ SGf Se0 ! Ayag2NIK ! NY¥asx DelLleQa
Eagle,

Westhoughtong Three Crowns and Cross Guns with Duke of Wellington in Chew Moor (listed as
Bolton)

For the 1977 GBG it was noted the following pubs had been suggested &s (@ditional to main
entries)

Bolton- Falcon, Bowling Green, Spread Eagle and Howcroft
Westhoughtong Duke of Wellington

In reality only the Duke of Wellington did make it and that Vistedin Bolton rather than
Westhoughton.The pubs that were ingtled were

Boltonc! AYag2NI KX ! fYFY 5d21S 2F 2SttAy3iz2yr DALBA&QA
and York



Farnworth¢ Market and Saddle
Horwichg Toll Bar
Westhoughtong Grey Mare and White Lion

The North Manchester branch meeting was held & Tinree Crowns in Little Lever on November
17". Strangely perhaps there was no mention of the meeting to test support for the formation of
.2f02y NI YOK 2NJ 0KS Ayl dz3dzNI € YSSGAy3a G2 oS KSf

Volume 2 issues-3 not available (Neember 1976 January 1977)

Volume 2 issue 4 (February 197

No mention of anything in Bolton

Volume 2 Issue 5 (March 187

An article noted that Maurice Fitzgerald had been a guest speaker at the last Bolton Branch Meeting
where he had been asked what tleught of the transformation of his local, the Three Arrows. (I

think this is the one now in a ede-sac next to the M60 Junction tite bottom ofl S+ G2y t F NJ 0 ®
think we made a mess of Tiéree Arrows) | YR W¢KS ¢KNBS ! NNBgas> L (KA
was follaved by the commeng Let us hope the brewery will learn from this mistake and treat future
conversions with more sensitivity towards the character of thepubK S& RARY Qi ®0

¢tKAA ¢l a GKS b2NIK al yOKSa G SN .GNdpofidva®rioted Da S RA { A

In November we were pleased to see the formation of the Bolton branch which took from us the
responsibility for Bolton, Farnworth, Kearsley and points north. The branch is now firmly established
Les Kilsby, formerlyur events organiser becanits secretary and was replaced by Robin Bence, who
has proved a most welcome member of the committee.

An article written by the Area Organiser Richard Greenh@digm Lancaster branchifcluded the
comment- (Dave Easton was regional organiser at the t)jme

Indeed the areas now covered by the Rochdale, Oldham and Bury branch as well as the new Bolton
branch were once looked after with difficulty by North Manchester itself.

The same article noted that 9,000 of the 10,000 print run of the first Greater Mestehpub guide
(mentioned abovephad been soldThe cost was quoted as £14.00 but should have been £1,400, it
sold for45p a copyThe Bolton pubs included in the Guide were very similar to the GBG

Astley Bridge; Ainsworth Arms and Craven Heifer

Boltonc¢! £ YI = DeéLlaeQa ¢Sydz | 23 ONR T lieen Havedn, White Ligh R 6 Wdz
and York

Farnworth¢ Market and Saddle

Horwichg Toll Bar



Kearsley Lord Nelson

There was then a two page article on the new Bolton Branch see below (aspegscan,
something unheard of in 1977, of course)



BOLTON BRANCH

At lasi, aficr many monihs ol planning and organising,
Boltion's own branch of CAMRA has goi off the ground.

Bolton is ofien regarded by some members of ne ighbour-
ing branches as somewhat of a desert for real ale drinkers.
Although there is a certain amount of truth in this idea
when Bollon is comparcd to some other aveas ol Greater Man-
chester, it has, nevertheless, not only got a high proport-
ion of pubs seiling rcal ale but also has a large number of.
brews available in the lown centre and surrounding arca.

Bolton no longer has any of itsown working breweries,
Lhe last ones (o brew in the town being Mapee Marshall and
Company (whose Crown Brewery still stands) aund Howcroft's
Brewery, bolh of which clesed in 1970. Many remnants of once
popular Boltonian brews can still be seen in the form of
monograms on buildings and [rested glass windows. These in-
clude such names as John Hamers Voluniary Brewery, Joseph
Sharman's Mepcehall Brewery, William Tong and Sons Diamond
Brewery and Lhe Rose and Crown Brewery.

The fact that the town once had a number of its own
breweries reflects in the choice the real ale drinker now
has in Bolton. The brews available in or around the town
centre include Boddingions, Bass Charringlons, Wilsons,
Greenall Whitleys, Tetleys, Burtonwoods and Thwaites. Far—
ther out from the centre, Holls and Lion Ales {sadly now
nearly all top pressure in the Bolton area) are available.
Bolton comes close to also having a Hydes pub in its areca.
This arises from the fact that ihe border between Belion
and Bury at one point runs down the old Roman road of Wat-
ling Strecl. The Puck Horse Hotel (an excellent Hydes pub)
stands on one side - the Bury side - whilst the 'unofficial®
car park stands on the other, Bolton, side. Incidentally,
the Yunofficial® car park is owned by a local farmer who, no
matter what the weather, takes care of your car for a fee of
13p per evening. Inflation must strike all, as originally
this fee was, I'm told, enly 3p.

A meeting to test support for the formation of a Bolton
branch of CAMRA was held in October in the Sweet Green Tav-
ern. A room sel aside for the meeling, capable of helding
perhaps a dozen or so people, was scen Lo be completely in-
sufficient when 30 or 40 people turned up.

A second mecling wis quickly arranged for the following
month al a lavger venue in Lhe Gypsy's Tent on Deansgate., On
this occasion it coincided with a re—arranged midweek match
at Burnden Park and conscquently the meeting suffered quite
heavily from this. It looked as if nothing could go wrong
for the inaugural bul three weeks before the meeting Tetley
Walker {in omc of whose houses the inaugural was to be held)
wenl on strike! Fortunately, thanks to Harry, the landlord
of the Gypsy's Tent, the meeting was blessed with Jennings
beer from Cockermoulh and everything went well. It could be
pointed oul that during the period of the strike the number
of brews in Bollon could have put even the best areas of
Greater Mangchesler to shame: such exotic brews as Jennings,
Hartleys of Ulversion and Theakstons were available as well
as Robinsons, Camerons and Scottish and Newcastle.

The branch has now been active for about four months and
good relationships have been built wp with a number of land-

lords in the area. The recent takeover by Burtonwoods of the
Thmcrrrerar Aamme 4w Tmarvevrnwtlh e dad o ocand annmoartiimity o meet







