
Camra Bolton Branch and its Pubs as seen by the 

What’s Doing Contributors and GBG’s 1975 to 1984 

In 1975 the Bolton Branch area as we know it today was still part of North Manchester Branch. In 

November 1975 they introduced What’s Doing – The Newsletter of the North Manchester Branch of 

CAMRA. By Vol 2 (April 1977) it had become The Manchester Beer Drinker’s Newsletter, Bolton 

Branch had by now, in November 1976 been formed. In March 1978 it was renamed again as The 

Manchester Beer Drinker’s Monthly Magazine. It was to be Xmas 1985 before Bolton Branch 

introduced the 1st edition of Bolton Beer Break, the branches own magazine. The following pages 

record those articles related to Bolton Branch that appeared in the copies of What’s Doing that I 

have between 1975 and 1984. Also listed are the annual Good Beer Guide (GBG) entries, plus a few 

other events that members of the day would have been involved in together with members from the 

other Greater Manchester branches.     

My thanks go to all the contributors and especially the editor, the late Neil Richardson, with whom I 

spent more than a few lunch hours having a couple of pints in Swinton or Farnworth when either 

delivering copy for inclusion or collecting the printed copies for collating and distribution to the 

pubs. 

Direct quotes from What’s Doing are in Italics, except that I have dropped Bolton from any address 

in Bolton. Any articles with photos from Neil’s archives I have scanned, as are pub guides where this 

was practical. Please bear in mind that in the era covered everyone was rather more broadminded 

and tolerant than the politically correct society that we have become today!  

If you have further or missing information or you think my memory is somewhat less accurate than 

yours then please email pubs@boltoncamra.org.uk  

What’s Doing  November 1975  (The first one) 

Bolton Branch was not yet formed, the area was covered by North Manchester branch, who it is 

noted had included the following additional Bolton pubs for inclusion in the 1976 GBG (£1.40) 

Ainsworth Arms, Halliwell Road, Tetley Walker 

Stag’s Head, Deane, Burtonwood 

Toll Bar, Horwich, Thwaites 

Gipsys Tent, Tetley Walker, (spelt correctly as still visible on the end of the building as Gypsy’s in the 

guide) 

Queen Anne, Little Lever, Thwaites 

Additional information not in What’s Doing - Included in both the 1975 (£0.75) and 1976 GBG’s were 

Alma, Bradshawgate, Greenall Whitley 

Sweet Green Tavern, Pool St, Tetley Walker 
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White Lion, Deansgate, Wilsons 

York Hotel, Newport St, Burtonwood 

Market, Farnworth Tetley Walker 

Saddle, Farnworth, Tetley Walker 

Lord Nelson Stoneclough 

The first Greater Manchester Beer Guide (the Orange and Black one with selected pubs) was still 

being surveyed, and it was noted that information is still required for Bolton, Westhoughton, Little 

Lever, Farnworth, Horwich and Turton amongst several others.  

December 1975 to September 1976 (No copies available) 

October 1976 

North Manchester branch had held its Branch meeting at the Lord Nelson in Ringley, but were 

considering a move elsewhere after a change in the original licensees. In a full page article they were 

most upset by the installation, as a condition of the new tenancy, that a jukebox had been installed. 

‘What they cannot be excused is the monstrosity that appears in the snug and which makes its 

presence felt everywhere through external loudspeakers – quite the most gaudy and ugly juke box to 

be found. I should think, anywhere an eyesore, which literally destroys the pub’s former atmosphere. 

It’s about as incongruous as the Queen arriving for the State Opening of Parliament on the back of a 

Kawasaki  1200.’  

(No doubt the said jukebox would now be worth a fortune to a collector!) 

Also included was a list of pubs selling Tetley or Walkers handpumped beer 

Farnworth – Market, Saddle and Clock Face (all Tetley) 

Bolton – Sweet Green Tavern, (Tetley) Ainsworth Arms, Gypsy’s Tent, Clifton Arms, Howcroft, Spread 

Eagle,  

Westhoughton – Three Crowns and Cross Guns with Duke of Wellington in Chew Moor (listed as 

Bolton) 

For the 1977 GBG it was noted the following pubs had been suggested as extras (additional to main 

entries) 

Bolton - Falcon, Bowling Green, Spread Eagle and Howcroft 

Westhoughton – Duke of Wellington 

In reality only the Duke of Wellington did make it and that was listed in Bolton rather than 

Westhoughton.  The pubs that were included were  

Bolton – Ainsworth, Alma, Duke of Wellington, Gipsy’s Tent, Sportsmans Arms, Sweet Green Tavern 

and York 



Farnworth – Market and Saddle 

Horwich – Toll Bar 

Westhoughton – Grey Mare and White Lion  

The North Manchester branch meeting was held at the Three Crowns in Little Lever on November 

17th. Strangely perhaps there was no mention of the meeting to test support for the formation of 

Bolton Branch or the inaugural meeting to be held at Gipsy’s Tent in November. 

Volume 2 issues 1-3 not available (November 1976 – January 1977) 

Volume 2 issue 4 (February 1977) 

No mention of anything in Bolton 

Volume 2 Issue 5 (March 1977) 

An article noted that Maurice Fitzgerald had been a guest speaker at the last Bolton Branch Meeting 

where he had been asked what he thought of the transformation of his local, the Three Arrows. (I 

think this is the one now in a cul-de-sac next to the M60 Junction at the bottom of Heaton Park). ‘I 

think we made a mess of The Three Arrows’ and ‘The Three Arrows, I think, has gone wrong’ This 

was followed by the comment – Let us hope the brewery will learn from this mistake and treat future 

conversions with more sensitivity towards the character of the pub. (They didn’t.) 

This was the North Manchester Branch’s AGM edition and in the Chairman’s report it was noted 

In November we were pleased to see the formation of the Bolton branch which took from us the 

responsibility for Bolton, Farnworth, Kearsley and points north. The branch is now firmly established. 

Les Kilsby, formerly our events organiser became its secretary and was replaced by Robin Bence, who 

has proved a most welcome member of the committee. 

An article written by the Area Organiser Richard Greenhalgh (from Lancaster branch) included the 

comment - (Dave Easton was regional organiser at the time.) 

Indeed the areas now covered by the Rochdale, Oldham and Bury branch as well as the new Bolton 

branch were once looked after with difficulty by North Manchester itself. 

The same article noted that 9,000 of the 10,000 print run of the first Greater Manchester pub guide 

(mentioned above) had been sold. The cost was quoted as £14.00 but should have been £1,400, it 

sold for 45p a copy. The Bolton pubs included in the Guide were very similar to the GBG 

Astley Bridge – Ainsworth Arms and Craven Heifer 

Bolton – Alma, Gypsy’s Tent, Howcroft, Stags Head (Junction Road), Sweet Green Tavern, White Lion 

and York 

Farnworth – Market and Saddle 

Horwich – Toll Bar 



Kearsley - Lord Nelson 

There was then a two page article on the new Bolton Branch see below (copied using scan, 

something unheard of in 1977, of course) 



 





What’s Doing Volume 2 Issue 6 April 1977 

This issue had an article entitled Bank’s Ale as 

‘Planning permission has been granted to convert the building which was formerly the National 

Provincial Bank in Bradshawgate, Bolton into a pub. The building is of the solid, respectable, stone 

built type normally associated with Banks and Building Societies and it will be interesting to see how 

it is converted. Will the new pub have a vault, I wonder. 

Efforts are being made to find out who now owns the premises, what the exact plans are and what 

type of beer will be on sale.’  

A simple online check today but not possible then  of the council planning applications shows that 

09043/78 (in 1978 not 1977?) was for a change of use from a vacant bank to a wine bar with 

facilities for music, dancing and dining on the ground floor and basement.  No further details, but it 

became Corks Wine Bar and today is known as Courtneys, having passed through various other 

disguises in between.  It was initially keg and still is today. 

The Rawson’s Arms was mentioned it had been pub swapped from Whitbread to Burtonwood 

‘Two months ago we reported that the Rawsons Arms, Farnworth was selling bright beer. It now 

looks as if this was a temporary lapse. Since then the Burtonwood beer has been excellent and the 

pub can be thoroughly recommended for a good pint in lively surroundings.’ 

Bolton Branch – coming events were listed as the two pub crawls mentioned above plus the Branch 

meeting on Tuesday 31st May at the Sweet Green Tavern. 

Another full page article was about Beer in Bolton (see scanned copy below) opposite a full page 

advert for Wilsons Traditional ales.  

 



 



What’s Doing Volume 2 Issue 7 (May 1977) 

If only the following was still true.  It’s been keg for many years now and was recently up for sale 

again after numerous name changes, latterly as the Old Mule.

 



What’s Doing Volume 2 Issue 8 June 1977 

This edition featured a photo of Magee Marshall Brewery and a photo of the Rawsons Arms in 

Farnworth, which had been one of 5 Whitbread pubs sold in a package deal to Burtonwood the 

previous December. (see  below.) Also noted in an article about Duttons was the fact that they took 

over both Settles and John Hamer Breweries in Bolton in 1955. It was also the first issue to feature 

one Rupert Periwinkle, who was to become a regular contributor and the first to include an insert 

with a comprehensive real ale pub list by area in this case Manchester and Salford 

 

 

What’s Doing Volume 2 Issues 9-12 (July to October 1977) and November and December 1977 not  

Available   



What’s Doing January 1978/February 1978/March 1978 

Nothing in about Bolton, but the 1978 GBG (£1.95) pubs were 

Bolton – Alma, Bradshawgate; Bowling Green, Bury Road; Craven Heifer, Blackburn Road; Gypsy’s 

Tent, Deansgate; Prince William, Bradshawgate and Sweet Green Tavern, Crook Street 

Farnworth - Market, Brackley Street and Saddle, King Street 

Horwich – Toll Bar 

Little Lever – Queen Anne 

Stoneclough – Lord Nelson 

Westhoughton – Duke of Wellington, Chew Moor and White Lion, Market Street 

What’s Doing April 1978 

It was noted that two Bolton Tetley pubs the Bradford Arms on Bradford Street, and the White Hart 

on Deane Road had handpumps installed. 

What’s Doing May 1978/June 1978/July 1978 

Nothing about Bolton 

What’s Doing August 1978 

A news item noted that The Swan on Bradshawgate was now selling handpumped Burtonwood beer 

replacing the Bass (keg) selection, this was following the purchase of the pub by a catering company. 

What’s Doing September 1978 

A second Bass Pub in Bolton has changed hands. The Dog and Partridge, Manor Street was bought at 

public auction by Thwaites recently. 

What’s Doing October 1978 

A new Liverpool brewed Whitbread beer was to be test marketed at The Railway in Daubhill 

amongst others. 

A new list of Tetley pubs selling Walkers bitter was printed, those in the branch area were 

Bolton – Bobs Smithy, Clifton, Howcroft, Spread Eagle 

Westhoughton – Duke of Wellington, Cross Guns, Three Crowns 

Compared to the previous list (see above) the Portland which was not listed before but should have 

been, no longer sold Real Ale, with the Gypsy’s Tent and Ainsworth had switched to Tetley Bitter. 

 

 



What’s Doing November 1978 

The Front page headline was Whitbread Real – at last! Out of about 70 initial pubs two were in 

Bolton, Tippings on Blackburn Road and as previously thought the Railway Daubhill. (They really 

knew how to pick the most suitable pubs!) 

There was also a list of Matthew Brown pubs that sold traditional beer in the branch area this was 

just the one which was the Hartcommon, Wigan Road, Westhoughton 

The Moss Rose in Kearsley was noted as having started selling Cask Wilsons, but the Antelope across 

the road had gone the other way and was now only selling ‘bright’ Greenalls.  

What’s Doing December 1978  

Following on from last month’s Whitbread real ale news there was a full list of the outlets by 

distribution area, The Railway and Tippings were supplied from Shadsworth Blackburn and 

surprisingly listed from Salford was Dean (e?) Social Club, Bolton. The beer was now referred to as 

‘Special Cask’. 

A list of the outlets for Boddingtons Strong Ale was also provided but none were in Bolton. 

What’s Doing January 1979 

A big edition for Bolton with almost 4 pages, plus a mention of the January branch meeting on 

January 24th held at the York with a guest speaker, Mr Gordon Leek from Robinsons. (I don’t think he 

was too impressed with the choice of venue, being used to a plush Robinsons pub in the heart of the 

Cheshire stockbroker belt, this was before that area was invaded by affluent footballers.) 

The 1979 GBG (£2.35) pubs were 

Bolton – Craven Heifer, Blackburn Road; Farmers Arms, Chorley Street; General Havelock, Sidney 

Street; Globe, Higher Bridge Street; Howcroft, Pool Street; Rose Hill, Manchester Road; Stanley 

Arms, Chorley Old Road; York, Newport Street. 

Farnworth – Market, Brackley Street; Original Halfway House, Worsley Road 

Horwich – Toll Bar 

Little Lever – Queen Anne 

Stoneclough – Lord Nelson 

Westhoughton – Duke of Wellington, Chew Moor; White Lion, Market Street 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 

What’s Doing February 1979 

In an update to the article the previous month (above) the Unity Brook had started selling Draught 

Bass. There had been a Tetley strike and it was noted that most Bolton pubs had opted for Thwaites 



as an alternative, whereas on the previous occasion some had been rather more adventurous and 

been up to Cockermouth for Jennings Bitter. 

What’s Doing March 1979 

Boddingtons have sold the Lodge Bank Tavern, Bridgeman Street, to John Willie Lees. This will be the 

fourth Lees pub in Bolton. The first three were acquired from a slightly less reputable company, the 

Whitefield Brewery Co (see Manchester Breweries No 5 in What’s Doing February 1979). The Hare 

and Hounds Bank Street was closed in 1911 for being ‘ ill conducted’, the Victoria and the Union Arms 

were sold to Hamers Brewery over 50 years ago (in 1979, so 1929), and the Union is still standing on 

Eskrick Street, now a Whitbread pub. 

There was a list of the 83 Holt’s pubs but none were in Bolton, though many members of the day 

wandered just over the branch boundary to the Black Dog at Belmont on a regular basis. There was a 

challenge to see if anyone could visit all of them in a week. 

What’s Doing April 1979 

 An old building on Spa Road, latterly used as a joiners shop, has been converted into a Bistro 

restaurant which also sells real ale. Called the Cromptons Mule it offers a varied menu ranging from 

60p to £2 – and what better way to wash down that Terrine of Pork (65p) or Coq au Vin (£1.25) than 

a few pints of handpumped Boddingtons Bitter.  

Since the news last month of the sale of the Lodge Bank Tavern, to Lees further information has come 

from Boddingtons. The pub was sold for £17,000 because extensive work costing several thousands 

was required, especially on toilet facilities. The pub was only selling three or four barrels a week and 

opened irregularly. Although Boddingtons now only have the Prince William on Bradshawgate, they 

are always in the market for pubs in the area. They were outbid by Thwaites last year when Bass put 

the Dog and Partridge up for sale. 

Bridgeman Street has lost several pubs in recent years and when Lees complete their renovations the 

Lodge Bank stands a good chance of success. 

In the Branch Diary there was a Social at the Spread Eagle on Hulme Street on April 11th and another 

with East Lancs Branch at the Black Bull,  167 Bury Road in Edgworth (at 8.00 pm but no date) 

What’s Doing May 1979 

Two articles see below 

The branch Diary shows a Social/Committee Meeting on 14th May at the George on Great Moor 

Street, the branch meeting a week later at the Dog and Partridge. A brewery visit to Thwaites was 

planned for July 2nd details at the meeting. 

 



 

 

What’s Doing June 1979 

It was noted that 3 people had completed the Holt’s 83 (March 1979) in only 6 days not the 7 days in 

the challenge.  

On Chorley Old Road, the Stanley Arms better known as Sally up th’ steps, will not be selling any real 

ale for the first two weeks in June. 



 The cellar floor is being resurfaced and keg Tetley’s will be sold through the handpumps for the 

duration of the work. The pub was included in the GBG for the first time. 

The Farmers Arms, Chorley Street, also in the GBG, should be deleted as it no longer serves real ale. 

Since opening as a Thwaites pub in December 1978, the Dog and Partridge Manor Street has 

returned 11 out of twelve 22 gallon keg mild containers which the brewery thought might sell well, as 

the pub formerly sold Bass keg beers. 

In branch Diary the branch meeting was being held on June 12th at the George on Great Moor Street 

with Peter Cole Head Brewer at J W Lees as guest speaker. 

What’s Doing July 1979 

Whilst Wilsons clearly lead the field in the handpump stakes, Tetley’s are still in there somewhere. A 

recent conversion is the Bowling Green in Horwich. 

Branch diary had a social at Sally Up Steps (Stanley Arms) Chorley Old Road on July 12th with the 

Branch meeting on July 19th at the Peel Hotel, Higher Bridge Street 

 



 

What’s Doing August 1979 

Nothing in about Bolton 

What’s Doing September 1979 

Greenall Whitley’s unpleasant habit of steadily closing down their pubs continues. Their latest victim 

in the Bolton Area is the Alma, Bradshawgate which has regularly appeared in the GBG since 1974. 

September 21st and 22nd marked the Manchester Beer Festival held at Houldsworth Hall on 

Deansgate (Manchester not Bolton) where several branch members were part of the staffing. Most 

local breweries were present except Greenall Whitley Warrington whose offerings were replaced 

with the superior Greenalls Wem Bitter. In those early days if you wanted a distant beer you had to 

go and get it, no such thing as choosing beers from an agencies national beer list and it being 

delivered. Out of town beers were Camerons Strongarm from Hartlepool, Gooseye Bitter from 

Keighley and Hook Norton Bitter. We even had to collect and pay cash for the Whitbread Special 

Cask from their Blackburn Distribution depot rather than it being delivered from Cook Street in 

Salford for reasons that only they understood. The hall was part of the local Methodist head office 

and it is rather ironic perhaps to be rolling casks of beer into the hall at the same time as their clergy 

were visiting the offices above. It was also used for examinations purposes and more than one 

customer remarked on their bad memories of the place, which were now being washed away pint by 

pint. The one challenge with the event was having to close at 10pm with everyone including the staff 

having to be out of the hall by 10.30. Normal closing time was 10.30 back in 1979.  

What’s Doing October 1979 

It was noted that 2,500 people drank 10,000 pints at the Manchester Beer Festival, most popular 

beers were from Timothy Taylors, Saxon Cross, Theakstons and Greenall Whitley Wem. 



In Branch Diary there was a social at the Strawbury Duck Entwistle on October 10th and the branch 

meeting was at the White Lion in Westhoughton on 24th. 

What’s Doing November 1979 

This month saw the arrival of a new beer from Tetley Walker called Walkers Warrington Ale, a list 

was printed including the following in the branch area. 

Bolton – White Hart on Deane Road, White Horse in Harwood, Albert on Derby Street, Bradford on 

Bradford Street, Church on Crook Street, Crofters on Bradshaw Road, Gaiety on Bradshawgate and 

Prince Rupert on  Holmeswood Road. 

Farnworth – White Hart on Albert Road, White Horse on Egerton Street, Saddle on King Street and 

Church on George Street. 

In Branch Diary there was a Pub Crawl on November 16th starting at The Gipsy’s Tent, then Howcroft 

and then the Globe. The branch meeting was on 20th at Rawsons Arms in Farnworth. On December 

4th there was a social at the Bowling Green in Horwich with the branch meeting at the Sweet Green 

Tavern on 13th. 

What’s Doing December 1979 

This issue saw the publication of a rather long list of Bass North West cask outlets from Cumbria to 

North Wales, those listed in Bolton were 

General Havelock Sidney Street (Brew Ten and 4X Mild), Greyhound Inn Deansgate (4X Mild only), 

Unity Brook Kearsley (Draught Bass), Brinsop Arms Westhoughton, (Brew Ten, 4X Mild and Draught 

Bass) 

In Branch Diary in addition to the December 13th branch meeting, a pub crawl was scheduled for 

December 21st starting from the Falcon, Kay Street, to the Spread Eagle, Hulme Street, Dog and 

Partridge, then The Swan followed by Prince William, the remainder to be announced later. 

There was also to be a visit to Robinsons Brewery on January 9th, meet at Moor Lane, in those days it 

was outside the Albion not inside as we would today. 

What’s Doing January 1980 

Into the new decade with a Cover Story. The 1980 GBG (£2.60) pubs were 

Bolton – Dog and Partridge, Manor Street; George Great Moor Street; General Havelock, Sidney 

Street; Globe, Higher Bridge Street; Howcroft, Pool  Street; Rose Hill, Manchester Road; Stanley 

Arms, Chorley Old Road, York, Newport Street. 

Farnworth – Market, Brackley Street, Original Halfway House, Worsley Road 

Horwich – Toll Bar. 

Little Lever – Queen Anne 

Lostock – Duke of Wellington 



Stoneclough – Lord Nelson 

Westhoughton – White Lion, Market Street 

 

Towns like Ince, Westhoughton and Blackrod all have their share. They even had a boarded up 

brewery once, but they sold that soon after there was an article in the Salford City Reporter about the 

council screwing them for full commercial property rate on the offices. The advert talks about local 

beer too, but there isn’t as much as that about as there used to be. There was once Groves and 

Whitnall and Magee Marshall local beer, but the only stuff they sell in their pubs these days comes 

from miles away. 

Who are they trying to kid?  

What’s Doing February 1980 

Lees’ first pub in Bolton for many a year, the Lodge Bank Tavern, will open in the near future. The 

delay has been caused by various technical complications – not least the Compulsory Purchase Order 

which Lees have only just had removed and which nobody (except Boddingtons, the sellers) seem to 

have noticed at the time of the sale. In view of this, alterations will be carried out after the pub has 

reopened after ‘a good clean out’.   



Whitbread Special Cask Bitter has been introduced at the Derby on Derby Street. 

Until about seven years ago the Brinsop Arms on the A6, less than a quarter of a mile from Blackrod, 

was known as the New Inn. In those days and as recently as eighteen months ago the pub belonged 

to Bass. However trade was poor and so the pub was offered for sale. The present licensee, David 

Scott, purchased the pub with adjoining buildings from Bass and is now enjoying a steadily increasing 

trade. This increase is probably due to the fact that traditional beers have been introduced and 

dispensed through handpumps. 

Recently, the end shop adjoining the pub has been undergoing alterations with the object of 

extending the bar and to give more elbow room. A larger cellar has already been provided to take 

extra casks. The beers currently available are Bass 4X Mild, Draught Bass, Cask Bitter, and 

Boddingtons Bitter. A further traditional ale will be introduced when the ‘knock’ through is 

completed. 

In Branch diary the February branch meeting was on the 5th at the George, Great Moor Street, and 

the March one also on 5th at the Lord Nelson in Ringley. Socials/Committee meetings were at the 

Queen Anne at Little Lever on 19th and on 27th March at the Victoria Bridgeman Street. There was a 

meal on February 29th at Cromptons Mule about £2.50 followed by the White Lion at 9.30. 

What’s Doing March 1980 

No Bolton News 

What’s Doing April 1980 

Warrington Ale is no longer available at the Albert, Derby Street, nor the White Hart, Deane Road. 

The White Hart has also ditched its handpumps in favour of fast flow dispenserettes. The handpumps 

were installed in this newish pub only two years ago. 

In Branch diary there was a pub crawl on April 23rd (see article below), on 30th there was joint crawl 

with South Lancs meeting at the Wheatsheaf on Wallgate. The May branch meeting was at the York 

on Newport Street on 6th when Mr Bowden from Burtonwood brewery was to be guest speaker. 

The Front page cover story was about the Three Crowns in Little Lever which was due to be 

demolished for a clearly unnecessary road scheme as the building still stands today albeit as a 

Nursery. It was delicensed in February 2011 by Admiral Taverns. 



 



 

Note the vault door had not been bricked over in this photo. 

What’s Doing May 1980 

Cask Mild has replaced the keg version in the Malt and Hops and Buttery Bars of the Swan Hotel, 

Bradshawgate. 

The Ancient Shepherd, closed by Greenall Whitley four months ago has reopened on March 31st. It 

now serves Thwaites Mild and Bitter via new handpumps which replace Greenalls electric pumps. The 



only alterations were the moving of the bar in the lounge some 18 inches, giving a little more 

drinking space and a coat of paint in the lounge and bar. 

The landlord is new to the trade, having formerly worked at Strangeways.  Another newcomer to   

the trade has taken over the Dog and Partridge, Manor Street, the Thwaites house bought from Bass 

two years ago. He was a drayman for Scottish and Newcastle! The Dog and Partridge now sells 

Thwaites best Mild instead of the ordinary. 

In Branch Diary the May branch meeting was repeated see April, plus on 23rd a Mild crawl of Hindley 

with S Lancs branch, details from their diary - Dray King, Cumberland, Cross Keys, Royal and 

Ellesmere where the Burtonwood Light Mild was making a guest appearance.  

What’s Doing June 1980 

Tetley Walker have sold the Gaiety, (now Flying Flute) Bradshawgate to Vaux from Sunderland. The 

new owners moved in on May 1st and installed their Strong Samson bitter along with their usual fizzy 

range. The beer is served from Handpumps – the ones Tetley installed to serve their Warrington Ale. 

Vaux’s price list is more honest than most as it lists its range of beers under the headings ’keg’, ‘tank’, 

and ‘cask conditioned’. The Gaiety is an Edwardian pub which had a complete facelift in 1972. It was 

originally called the Fleece and now that Tetley’s facia boards have been removed the old name can 

be again seen in the stonework. 

Greenall Whitley have sold the Alma, Bradshawgate, to Burtonwood, who intend to open the pub 

later this year. The Alma featured in the Good Beer Guide for many years as a small town centre pub 

with a friendly atmosphere, serving an excellent pint of beer. Plans are to install handpumps, and 

there is a good chance that Buttonwoods’ Light Mild will be sold, as Bolton is by tradition a ‘light 

mild’ area, with the York Hotel, Newport Street, selling some 5 barrels of light mild to everyone of 

Dark. 

The Hulton Arms, Manchester Road, Hulton Lane Ends would appear to be the next Greenalls pub to 

succumb to the brewery tank beer policy. Two years ago trade was at a very low level of 1 and a half 

Barrels of Mild and Bitter, when the previous tenant left. After a not inconsiderable sum had been 

spent on much needed redecoration, the new landlord has now built up trade to such an extent that 

the cellar is too small to cater for demand, and the quality control officer, who lives just round the 

corner from the pub has advocated tanks. Anyone paying their last respects is warned to stay clear of 

the mild, as this is already keg, to make more room for the bitter on the limited stillage space.  

There was also a letter complaining that there were some notable omissions from the April’s 11 pub 

Pub Crawl which had left out several pubs such as Sally Up Steps, Howcroft, Bradford. It also 

repeated information covered in other articles as well. 

It was pointed out that this list was not meant to be definitive, It was as the title suggested, a crawl 

of pubs within easy walking distance, and by implication not an endurance feat of walking and 

drinking. 

In Branch diary the June 3rd and July 1st branch meetings were at the George, Great Moor Street, 

with a Joint social with S Lancs at a Lancashire Evening of ‘real’ Lancashire food at the Derby Arms, 

Derby Street on 10th. 



The second Houldsworth Hall beer festival took place at the end of the month, once again staffed by 

some branch members. It was  now branded as the Amber Nectar Show, the ability to taste cheeky 

little bitters and malty mellow milds had been extended to breweries further afield such as Yates 

and Jacksons (Lancaster), Hardy and Hansons,  Ruddles , Hoskins and Everards from the East 

Midlands, with Vaux, Lorimers, Wards and Darleys via the Gaiety. Also new breweries Appleby and 

Moorhouses, and the newly introduced but short lived Lees Cask Lager. 

What’s Doing July 1980 

 Branch Diary repeated the July 1st branch meeting which was repeated for the August 5th meeting 

too. Notable was the July 16th ‘Kilsby Kick off’ at Cromptons Mule, which was by now selling 

Theakstons Bitter. Les Kilsby, the branch chairman was moving out of the area. 



 

What’s Doing August 1980 

During the last couple of years Bolton town centre has seen a dramatic rise in both real ale and the 

choice of brews available. 

The latest to change for the better is the Three Crowns, Deansgate, where Brian and Glynis Firth have 

thrown out the Wilsons keg beers for cask conditioned mild and bitter served via four new Angram 

handpumps. Brian and Glynis have been CAMRA members for four years and are keen collectors of 

brewery memorabilia and old brewery photographs. While Brian is busy with the beer his wife is 



organising the excellent and expanding catering side of the business. A good range of lunches is 

provided at reasonable prices. 

The Three Crowns is to undergo major internal refurbishment at a cost of £20,000 as well as having a 

curved centre window replaced at the front of the house, which was broken many months ago; the 

cost is in the region of £900. The pub will be closed for some two weeks later in the year for the 

duration of the work. 

The Greater Manchester Good Beer Guide was advertised, the branch provided the content for the 

Bolton Metro entries in this 64 page selected guide to about a 1,000 pubs in the region. It was the 

one with a shady brown cover depicting a local’s pub in the shadow of a mill. The guide met with a 

cool reception from the branches, partly because they had to manually collate and staple the guide 

themselves and there were a lot of blank pages that made this even more difficult than it otherwise 

would have been.  The Bolton Metro entries were listed together as follows. The scan copy below 

comes from a specially made copy of one sided pages rather than the correct double sided pages.  

Branch meetings on 5th August and 2nd September were at the George on Great Moor Street, there 

was a social at the Derby Arms on Derby Street on September 22nd. 



 



 

What’s Doing September 1980 – this was the exclusive blue inked front cover edition and on the 

front page was  

The Crown, Derby Street, is to become a social club for Buffs members. The pub is situated next to the 

former Magee Marshall brewery and was once the brewery tap. It is understood that the building will 

be sold only on condition that Greenalls beers will be sold (surprise surprise!) 

In the past year, Greenalls have sold the Alma to Burtonwood and the Ancient Shepherd to Thwaites. 

If their policy continues Bolton will have no traditional outlets as the Tanners Arms on Lever Street 

has recently gone over to bright beer. 

Another pub sold by Greenalls to Burtonwood was the Scot Lane Inn (now Poacher.)  It is due to 

reopen soon, the new licensee coming from the Royal Oak, Liscard, Wirral, a good Beer Guide pub. 

It is now 2 years since the handpumps in the New Inn, Halliwell Road, were last used to serve real ale. 

However, things are looking up. The new landlord, a former wrestler, has had the pumps overhauled 

and hopes to serve three Bass cask beers later this year. 



Until then, Bolton will have to do without any real Bass beer. The General Havelock on Sidney Street, 

which for several years sold cask Brew Ten through Stones dispensers, has now gone over to the fizzy 

stuff. 

The Grey Mare, Westhoughton, was taken out of the Good Beer Guide because it charged over the 

odds for Tetley beers. The pub has now gone over to the bright variety, although the handpumps 

remain on the bar. 

Peter and Barbara Astwick, managers of the Jolly Miller, a Wilsons house which was built 18 months 

ago, have had six Angram handpumps installed to serve traditional mild and bitter. The Astwicks 

formerly had the all ‘bright’ Queen Anne on Junction Road and some ten years ago the old Axe and 

Cleaver in Altrincham. 

Handpumps will shortly be appearing in the White Horse, Bolton Road Westhoughton another 

Wilson’s house. Real Ale is at present available via electric pumps. 

In Branch Diary the Branch meeting was at the George, Great Moor street on October 7th. The social 

mentioned last month on September 22nd now clarified that the ’real’ Lancashire food was hotpot. 

There was to be a Burtonwood Brewery visit on October 14th, with a social at Three Crowns on 

October 21st from 9.20pm (the late start was due to Bolton  playing at home that night. They were in 

the ‘old’ division two in those days and beat Preston North End 2-1) 

There was also a lengthy Tetley Walker Cask pub list but this didn’t include anything not previously 

covered for Bolton Metro. 

What’s Doing October 1980 

The Brinsop Arms, Manchester Road (Chorley Road), Westhoughton was now selling Moorhouses 

Premier Bitter. 

The revamped Lodge Bank Tavern on Bridgeman Street has at last reopened, the first Lees pub in the 

town since the turn of the century. The beer is handpumped Bitter and Mild (38p and 37p) and 

Worthington White Shield is also to be had. Lees bought the house from Boddingtons last year, when 

it was Bolton’s last beerhouse. The interior has been completely modernised in a manner which 

leaves something to be desired. The Victorian bar has been ripped out and the fine etched windows 

which displayed the name of the pub have also gone. One good thing to come out of the 

modernisation are the new toilets – in the old days such luxuries were virtually non-existent. 

A lot depends on the new Lodge Bank Tavern for according to the manager, if it is successful then 

Lees will be looking for other outlets in the Bolton area. (We’re still waiting!) 

In Branch Diary for November was the branch meeting on 4th at the Spread Eagle on Hulme Street 

and a brewery visit to Lees on 19th. 

What’s Doing November 1980  

No Bolton articles 

 



 

What’s Doing December 1980 

The Gilnow, Deane Road was party to a pub swap between Tetley and Boddingtons, that would take 

place in 1981. 

There was a two page advert by Whitbread bringing back Chesters Bitter, but it passed Bolton by as 

supplies came from Blackburn from where the same beer would be known as Duttons Bitter. See 

1981. 

What’s Doing January 1981 

We start the year on the Cover for the second year in a row. 

 



 

The 1981 GBG (£3.50) Pubs were 

Bolton – Derby Arms, Derby Street; Dog and Partridge, Manor Street; Globe, Higher Bridge Street; 

Howcroft, Pool Street; Peel, Higher Bridge Street; Sweet Green Tavern, Crook Street; York, Newport 

Street. 

Farnworth – Market, Brackley Street, Original Halfway House, Worsley Road 

Horwich – Bowling Green, Toll Bar 

Little Lever – Three Crowns 

Lostock – Duke of Wellington 

Stoneclough – Lord Nelson 

Westhoughton – White Lion 

In Branch diary the January Branch meeting was at the Spread Eagle, Hulme Street on 6th with 

February one being at the Rawsons, Peel Street, Farnworth on the 4th. There was a meal organised at 

Cromptons Mule for January 17th, a Social on 21st at the 3 Crowns, Deansgate and a social with BIT 

(Bolton Institute of Technology now University) Real Ale Society on February 11th. 

What’s Doing February 1981 

Cromptons Mule had switched from Theakstons Bitter to Draught Bass at 50p a pint, the only outlet 

in Bolton as it was no longer sold at the Unity Brook in Kearsley. 

There was a new pub called Space City in the cellar of the Social Services building on back Spring 

Gardens, full of pool tables, space invader machines (20p a go) and Greenalls keg beer. 

Chris, the landlord of the Sweet Green Tavern, Crook Street, has removed the pool table from the 

back room. He is a dominoes fanatic and did not want his domino room cluttered with dart boards 

so the pool room has now become the darts room. Let’s hope that all those traditional tap rooms 

which have been ruined by pool tables return to their former glory. Join the campaign against the 

pool table! 

In a quote in Pseuds Corner from Mersey Drinker Burtonwood Light Mild was described as – An 

undiscovered simple pleasure for the cares of a complicated world. Treat yourself to a pint of one of 

life’s traditional, but under-rated fine ales.  Light Mild : impeccable balance, but unstinting taste. It 

won’t knock you out, and you don’t need a bank roll to afford it. A beer for today, that allows you to 

think for tomorrow.  

If the regulars in the York and elsewhere who actually drank it read this bullshit they would have 

almost certainly have switched to drinking something else.  

The Crofters Hotel, St Georges Road, now sells traditional Greenalls Bitter only; the Mild is keg. 



What’s Doing readers with long memories will recall that back in January 1979 the Black Dog in 

Horwich was renamed Nibblers and admittance was restricted to gentlemen over 21 wearing ties or 

smart casual attire. After two years spent searching for a suitable CAMRA member to tread boldly, 

one was found. He would like it to be known to other suitable gentlemen that Bass Cask Bitter is on 

sale inside. 

In the Letters section from Vic Balderstone licensee of Whitbreads the Derby Arms on Derby Street 

I’ve heard with alarm that Whitbread Special Cask Bitter was to be reduced in strength to make it 

more competitive with Trophy. Surely Trophy has enough competition from the regular bar bitters 

sold by each and every other brewer? 

Special cask is a full, fruit, strong ‘Best Bitter’ in every sense of the word and should be promoted as 

such. To weaken or generally to mess about with it is tantamount to sacrilege. It deserves to be 

promoted in depth – telling licensees about would be a start, for many of them do not know it exists. 

Put this beer where it is needed, in every house that is willing to try it. 

I campaigned for six months to get Special Cask and during eighteen months selling it I have never 

had cause to regret it. Aside from CAMRA members, quite a number of customers now drink cask in 

fair quantities. 

Why not leave this superb beer as it is? Why not give it the same promotion as is given to the weaker 

Chesters Bitter? These are questions that only the brewers in their wisdom can answer, and then not 

to our satisfaction. 

In Branch Diary the March meeting on the 3rd was at the George , Great Moor Street and there was a 

Sunday lunchtime (only 2 hours in those days) starting at the Howcroft, then Rock House, then the 

Globe  followed by the Peel and lastly the Falcon. It would be a very quick and thirsty route today, 

with the only available relief being at the Cotton Tree for Flat Cap. 

What’s Doing March 1981 

Only the Branch Diary this month which included a Friday evening coach trip to Macclesfield on 

March 20th. 

The April branch meeting was at Gypsies Tent on the 8th. 

 April 1st featured a trip round Holts Brewery, this listing failed to mention the words - ‘the outside 

of’ as Holts did not do brewery trips then and for a long time afterwards either.  Several members of 

other branches who turned up were disappointed apparently. 

What’s Doing April 1981 

The ill-starred Swan, Bradshawgate, has recently been refurbished to a high standard. Visitors are 

warned that bouncers now patrol the plush lounge bar armed with torches looking for drinkers 

wearing denims, as these have been banned.  Anyone be-denimed who succeeds in getting a drink is 

asked to leave and drink up in the adjoining bar. Real Ale drinkers wearing denims are now relegated 

to the Malt and Hops bar only. Beware also of the mini handpump serving Harp Lager. 



As Burtonwood are obviously flush at the moment, perhaps they might like to provide a sign for the 

York on Newport Street. It really is a poor comparison to the Clifton, further down the street, which 

has been painted in the new Walker colours. However the York is still one up on the Swan as it sells 

Burtonwood Light Mild.  

Monday March 16th saw the Spread Eagle, Hulme Street serve its last pint. The landlord has moved to 

the nearby Falcon (another handpumped Tetley house) apparently on condition that the brewery will 

not reopen the Spread. Harry and Nellie, former licensees of the Falcon, have called it a day and are 

moving to Westhoughton. 

The Alma, Bradshawgate will be trying Burtonwood Light Mild as soon as the stillages arrive. 

The Golden Lion, Gladstone Road, Farnworth, now sells handpumped Tetley Mild and Bitter – a real 

ale gain for the area. Entertainment in the form of a live group or disco is featured most evenings. 

The White Horse, Westhoughton (A6), has had new handpumps installed to serve a good pint of 

Wilsons mild and bitter 

In Branch Diary the April 8th meeting was now being held at the Gypsy’s Tent. There was to be a 

patriotic St Georges day crawl starting at the Lodge Bank Tavern, Queen Elizabeth, Victoria (the 

other one on Bridgeman Street, not Fanny’s which in those days was keg), Derby, George, Ancient 

Shepherd, Prince Bill and finally Old three Crowns. 

What’s Doing May 1981   

In Branch Diary the May Branch meeting was held at the York on the 6th, with the June one being at 

the Gaiety on the 3rd. There was a social at Cromptons Mule on May 21st and in June it was at the Old 

Three Crowns on 16th. 

This month (finally?) included the centre page pull out listing of the Real Ale Pubs in Bolton. Just 

about every other area of Greater Manchester and beyond had already been covered at least once. 

Full Details are below 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 


