
Camra Bolton Branch and its Pubs as seen by the 

What’s Doing Contributors 1979 

What’s Doing January 1979 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-

doing/#1979 

Off to a good start in the new year with a big edition for Bolton with almost 4 pages, plus a mention 

of the January branch meeting on January 24th held at the York with a guest speaker, Mr Gordon 

Leek from Robinsons. (I don’t think he was too impressed with the choice of venue, being used to a 

plush Robinsons pub in the heart of the Cheshire stockbroker belt, this was before that area was 

invaded by affluent and overpaid footballers.) 

The 1979 GBG (£2.35) pubs were 

Bolton – Craven Heifer, Blackburn Road; Farmers Arms, Chorley Street; General Havelock, Sidney 

Street; Globe, Higher Bridge Street; Howcroft, Pool Street; Rose Hill, Manchester Road; Stanley 

Arms, Chorley Old Road; York, Newport Street. 

Farnworth – Market, Brackley Street; Original Halfway House, Worsley Road 

Horwich – Toll Bar 

Little Lever – Queen Anne 

Stoneclough – Lord Nelson 

Westhoughton – Duke of Wellington, Chew Moor; White Lion, Market Street 
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What’s Doing February 1979 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-

doing/#1979 

In an update to the article the previous month (above) the Unity Brook had started selling Draught 

Bass. There had been a Tetley strike and it was noted that most Bolton pubs had opted for Thwaites 

https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-doing/%231977
https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-doing/%231977


as an alternative, whereas on the previous occasion some had been rather more adventurous and 

been up to Cockermouth for Jennings Bitter. 

What’s Doing March 1979 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-

doing/#1979 

Boddingtons have sold the Lodge Bank Tavern, Bridgeman Street, to John Willie Lees. This will be the 

fourth Lees pub in Bolton. The first three were acquired from a slightly less reputable company, the 

Whitefield Brewery Co (see Manchester Breweries No 5 in What’s Doing February 1979). The Hare 

and Hounds Bank Street was closed in 1911 for being ‘ill conducted’, the Victoria and the Union Arms 

were sold to Hamers Brewery over 50 years ago (in 1979, so 1929), and the Union is still standing on 

Eskrick Street, now a Whitbread pub. 

There was a list of the 83 Holt’s pubs but none were in Bolton, though many members of the day 

wandered just over the branch boundary to the Black Dog at Belmont on a regular basis. There was a 

challenge to see if anyone could visit all of them in a week. 

What’s Doing April 1979 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-

doing/#1979 

 An old building on Spa Road, latterly used as a joiner’s shop, has been converted into a Bistro 

restaurant which also sells real ale. Called the Cromptons Mule it offers a varied menu ranging from 

60p to £2 – and what better way to wash down that Terrine of Pork (65p) or Coq au Vin (£1.25) than 

a few pints of hand pumped Boddingtons Bitter.  

Since the news last month of the sale of the Lodge Bank Tavern, to Lees further information has come 

from Boddingtons. The pub was sold for £17,000 because extensive work costing several thousand 

was required, especially on toilet facilities. The pub was only selling three or four barrels a week and 

opened irregularly. Although Boddingtons now only have the Prince William on Bradshawgate, they 

are always in the market for pubs in the area. They were outbid by Thwaites last year when Bass put 

the Dog and Partridge up for sale. 

Bridgeman Street has lost several pubs in recent years and when Lees complete their renovations the 

Lodge Bank stands a good chance of success. 

In the Branch Diary there was a Social at the Spread Eagle on Hulme Street on April 11th and another 

with East Lancs Branch at the Black Bull, 167 Bury Road in Edgworth (at 8.00 pm but no date) 

What’s Doing May 1979 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-

doing/#1979 

Two articles see below 

The branch Diary shows a Social/Committee Meeting on 14th May at the George on Great Moor 

Street, the branch meeting a week later at the Dog and Partridge. A brewery visit to Thwaites was 

planned for July 2nd details at the meeting. 
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What’s Doing June 1979 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-

doing/#1979 

It was noted that 3 people had completed the Holt’s 83 (March 1979) in only 6 days not the 7 days in 

the challenge.  
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On Chorley Old Road, the Stanley Arms better known as Sally up th’ steps, will not be selling any real 

ale for the first two weeks in June. 

 The cellar floor is being resurfaced and keg Tetley’s will be sold through the handpumps for the 

duration of the work. The pub was included in the GBG for the first time. 

The Farmers Arms, Chorley Street, also in the GBG, should be deleted as it no longer serves real ale. 

Since opening as a Thwaites pub in December 1978, the Dog and Partridge Manor Street has 

returned 11 out of twelve 22-gallon keg mild containers which the brewery thought might sell well, 

as the pub formerly sold Bass keg beers. 

In branch Diary the branch meeting was being held on June 12th at the George on Great Moor Street 

with Peter Cole Head Brewer at J W Lees as guest speaker. 

What’s Doing July 1979 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-

doing/#1979 

Whilst Wilsons clearly lead the field in the handpump stakes, Tetley’s are still in there somewhere. A 

recent conversion is the Bowling Green in Horwich. 

Branch diary had a social at Sally Up Steps (Stanley Arms) Chorley Old Road on July 12th with the 

Branch meeting on July 19th at the Peel Hotel, Higher Bridge Street 
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What’s Doing August 1979 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-

doing/#1979 

Nothing in about Bolton 

What’s Doing September 1979 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-

doing/#1979 

Greenall Whitley’s unpleasant habit of steadily closing down their pubs continues. Their latest victim 

in the Bolton Area is the Alma, Bradshawgate which has regularly appeared in the GBG since 1974. 

September 21st and 22nd marked the Manchester Beer Festival held at Houldsworth Hall on 

Deansgate (Manchester not Bolton) where several branch members were part of the staffing. Most 

local breweries were present except Greenall Whitley Warrington whose offerings were replaced 

with the superior Greenalls Wem Bitter. In those early days if you wanted a distant beer you had to 

go and get it, no such thing as choosing beers from an agencies national beer list and it being 

delivered. Out of town beers were Camerons Strongarm from Hartlepool, Gooseye Bitter from 

Keighley and Hook Norton Bitter. We even had to collect and pay cash for the Whitbread Special 

Cask from their Blackburn Distribution depot rather than it being delivered from Cook Street in 

Salford for reasons that only they understood. The hall was part of the local Methodist head office 

and it is rather ironic perhaps to be rolling casks of beer into the hall at the same time as their clergy 

were visiting the offices above. It was also used for examinations purposes and more than one 

customer remarked on their bad memories of the place, which were now being washed away pint by 

pint. The one challenge with the event was having to close at 10pm with everyone including the staff 

having to be out of the hall by 10.30. Normal closing time was 10.30 back in 1979. 
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What’s Doing October 1979 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-

doing/#1979 

It was noted that 2,500 people drank 10,000 pints at the Manchester Beer Festival held at the 

Houldsworth Hall on Deansgate, most popular beers were from Timothy Taylors, Saxon Cross, 

Theakstons and Greenall Whitley Wem. 

In Branch Diary there was a social at the Strawbury Duck Entwistle on October 10th and the branch 

meeting was at the White Lion in Westhoughton on 24th. 

What’s Doing November 1979 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-

doing/#1979 

This month saw the arrival of a new beer from Tetley Walker called Walkers Warrington Ale, a list 

was printed including the following in the branch area. 

Bolton – White Hart on Deane Road, White Horse in Harwood, Albert on Derby Street, Bradford on 

Bradford Street, Church on Crook Street, Crofters on Bradshaw Road, Gaiety on Bradshawgate and 

Prince Rupert on Holmeswood Road. 

Farnworth – White Hart on Albert Road, White Horse on Egerton Street, Saddle on King Street and 

Church on George Street. 

In Branch Diary there was a Pub Crawl on November 16th starting at The Gipsy’s Tent, then Howcroft 

and then the Globe. The branch meeting was on 20th at Rawsons Arms in Farnworth. On December 

4th there was a social at the Bowling Green in Horwich with the branch meeting at the Sweet Green 

Tavern on 13th. 

What’s Doing December 1979 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-

doing/#1979 

This issue saw the publication of a rather long list of Bass North West cask outlets from Cumbria to 

North Wales, those listed in Bolton were 

General Havelock Sidney Street (Brew Ten and 4X Mild), Greyhound Inn Deansgate (4X Mild only), 

Unity Brook Kearsley (Draught Bass), Brinsop Arms Westhoughton, (Brew Ten, 4X Mild and Draught 

Bass) 

In Branch Diary in addition to the December 13th branch meeting, a pub crawl was scheduled for 

December 21st starting from the Falcon, Kay Street, to the Spread Eagle, Hulme Street, Dog and 

Partridge, then The Swan followed by Prince William, the remainder to be announced later. 

There was also to be a visit to Robinsons Brewery on January 9th, meet at Moor Lane, in those days it 

was outside the Keg only Albion not inside as we would have done later on, well until it was closed, 

shortly after Moor Lane moved to the interchange. 

 

 

https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-doing/%231977
https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-doing/%231977
https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-doing/%231977
https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-doing/%231977
https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-doing/%231977
https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-doing/%231977

