
Camra Bolton Branch and its Pubs as seen by the 

What’s Doing Contributors 1985 

What’s Doing January 1985 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-

doing/#1985 

Pubs in the 1985 GBG (£4.50) were 

Bolton – Ainsworth, Halliwell Road; Alma, Bradshawgate; Boars Head, Churchgate; Falcon, Kay 

Street; Lodge Bank Tavern, Bridgeman Street, York, Newport Street with a try also of the Anchor, off 

Bury Road. 

Chew Moor – Duke of Wellington 

Farnworth – Bradford Arms 

Horwich – Toll Bar 

Little Lever – Horseshoe 

Westhoughton – Brinsop, Chorley Road; White Lion, Market Street 

The Old Three Crowns, Deansgate has had the Pennine Host treatment. The theme here is ‘The 

English Alehouse’, which has involved ridding the pub of its carpets and open fire. The floors are now 

just wooden boards and the comfortable seating has been replaced with bare wooden stools and 

chairs. A twelve-foot extension has been built at the back and the pub has a less congested look 

about it. Unfortunately, the traditional mild has gone, but Wilsons Original bitter is still on 

handpumps – at 70p a pint. 

Further up Deansgate, at the junction with Marsden Road, the Gipsy’s Tent has become Winston’s 

free house. Extensive renovations have turned this three- roomed pub into what looks like an open-

plan luxury bedroom. However, real ale remains at this ex-Tetley house in the shape of hand pumped 

Boddingtons and Stones Bitter. 

Greenalls Original is now on sale at the Crofters Hotel, St George’s Road, but has disappeared from 

the Queen Elizabeth, Fletcher Street. 

In Branch Diary the January branch meeting was on the 9th at the George, with a social at the Lion of 

Vienna on the 23rd. 

What’s Doing February 1985 

Greenalls Original bitter is now on sale at the Artillery & Volunteer, Radcliffe Road, Darcy Lever and 

at the Antelope, Manchester Road, Kearsley. However, the beer is no longer on sale at the Fourgates, 

Chorley Road, Westhoughton, leaving the Boars Head on Churchgate as the only one of the original 

Bolton outlets still selling the beer.  

https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-doing/#1985
https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-doing/#1985


Meanwhile, Greenalls have closed and boarded up the New Zealand Chief on Great Moor Street and 

put it up for sale. They hope to sell it to someone who might turn it into a restaurant. On the other 

hand it might end up like other Greenalls disposals in Bolton town centre in recent years: The Anchor, 

Bury Old Road and the Rose Hill, Manchester Road are both free houses selling hand pumped Boddies 

bitter; the Alma, Bradshawgate now sells Burtonwood and the Ancient Shepherd, Bold Street, hand 

pumped Thwaites.  

Branch diary had the branch meeting at the Derby Arms on the 6th with a Valentine’s Day social at 

the Howcroft, red roses were optional. 

The selective entry Greater Manchester Beer Guide was introduced, the Bolton Branch entries are 

below (note that the Westhoughton town heading was missing below Lostock’s Duke of Wellington 

entry. 



 



 

 



 

  



What’s Doing March 1985 

This was the month when Bolton moved from 10.30 to 11.00pm closing time, except on Sundays. 

Wilsons was also merged with Websters. North Manchester branch had held a meeting with Wilsons 

the week before but nothing was said about this. One thing that did come out of the meeting was 

that the George, Great Moor Street was to be refurbished with the help of the fittings from a Royton 

club. 

Greenalls have closed another Bolton pub – the Black Dog on Halliwell Road. 

A new Bass Cask list showed that only the Brinsop (Free) A6 with Draught Bass, Cask Bitter and 4X 

and the Lord Clyde, Folds Road with 4X Mild sold any of their cask beers. 

In Branch Diary the branch meeting was at the Cross Guns, Deane Road on the 6th with trip to Hydes 

Brewery on the 20th. At this time Hydes Brewery was in Moss Side, and once through the gates they 

were locked. Also notable was the barbed wire on top of the walls and the lower roofs areas. 

What’s Doing April 1985 

The Old Three Crowns, Deansgate, Bolton, which has reportedly lost trade following its conversion by 

Pennine Joke into an "English Ale House" by removal of the carpets and comfy seating, has resorted 

to press advertising in a desperate bid to increase custom: The good news is that the solitary cask 

beer, Wilsons bitter, is to be joined by Websters with a regular weekly guest beer, the first of which 

was due to be Timothy Taylors Landlord. 

In Letters Sir, On & recent visit to the Brinsop Arms, a Good Beer Guide pub which advertises 

regularly in WD, the range of beers available was a rather mundane Boddingtons, Tetleys (including 

Walkers) and Bass (including; of course, the notorious Hammonds), No sign of Hartleys, Matthew 

Brown, Jennings, Theakstons, Robinsons or regular guest beers, all of which featured in the 

advertisement for the pub: Did these all run out of the same night? Is it purely coincidence that 

apart from Boddies bitter all the beers on sale were "big six" products? Two possible solutions occur 

to me: 

 1 The independent breweries' products sell the most and have to be "rested" to give the big boys a 

chance. 

 2 The pub is cutting back on its range and sacrificing the independent breweries beers in favour of 

the more "persuasive" big six members. 

 I recall that when our Regional Social was held there a more attractive range was featured. What is 

happening? I think we should be told as my visit suggested a rather misleading advert. 

BOLTON DIARY - Thurs 4 April. Celebrate the first night of 11pm closing. Meet Dog & Partridge 

(Thwaites) 8pm. Prince Bill (Boddingtons) 9pm. 

 Weds 10 April Branch Meeting at the Queen Anne, Little Lever (Thwaites). 8.30pm Tuesday 23 April. 

St George's Day Crawl. 8pm Winstons (Stones/Boddingtons), 8.30 White Lion (Wilsons), 9pm Blue 

Boar (Whitbread).  



Sunday 28th April. Sunday Social at "The Bug", Daisy Hill. 12 noon (Holts). 

 Wednesday 1st May. Branch Meeting at the Alma (Burtonwood), 8.30pm. 

What’s Doing May 1985 

Real ale has made a welcome return in Market Street Farnworth, with the appearance of Chesters 

Bitter at the Wellington. Landlord Dave Auty tells us he is selling about half a barrel a week and is 

pleased with its progress. Meanwhile, up the road and round the corner, Chesters Bitter is still doing 

well at the Britannia, King Street, where it is now firmly established. 

No Branch Diary.  

What’s Doing June 1985 

Greenalls have decided to sell two more pubs in Bolton. The Peel Hotel, Higher Bridge Street, and 

the Tanners Arms, Great Lever, are both closed and boarded up, having been classed as "unviable", 

which in the Peel's case is somewhat surprising. Tetleys have got in on the selling act, too. They have 

just sold the Railway Inn, a keg pub on Great Moor Street in the town centre, to a local property 

company. The pub has been sold as a free house. Any chance of an amber nectar emporium? 

Visitors to Barnabys on Chorley Old Road, Bolton, have been refused service as the "pub" now 

chooses to sell drinks only to customers who are eating there. This would seem to defeat the 

Pennine Joke concept of the "Open House", as advertised on the sign outside. Do Pennine Joke 

intend to downgrade the licence to "restaurant only" at the next licensing sessions? Will somebody 

be doing this for them? 

REAL ALE IN BOLTON (see centre pages) Any significant improvement in the percentage of real ale 

pubs is dependent upon the good sense or otherwise of the two Warrington breweries. Tetley 

Walker have shown no improvement in the last couple of years, apart from selling off some of their 

estate to the free trade. It is difficult to see why the majority of Tetley pubs in Bolton cannot sell real 

ale, but the brewery shows a marked reluctance to introduce it. On the other hand, Greenall Whitley 

have, perhaps surprisingly, introduced cask beer into several outlets and converted others to 

handpumps. Several pubs have been sold into the free trade whilst others remain closed awaiting 

developments. Whitbread now have a higher percentage of real ale pubs than either Tetley or 

Greenalls, even with their weird and often not very wonderful attitude to cask beers. It is difficult to 

understand why a pub selling three cask beers and short of stillaging space, with a change of 

manager can be turned into a keg-only outlet with the cry of "no demand for real ale". Whitbread 

pubs are still charging the top price for beer in Bolton. Most Bass pubs are grotty dumps or awful 

estate pubs with beer to match, though in the few that don't fall in these categories, real ale would 

be a distinct possibility; perhaps the brewery will wake up to this fact. Of all the breweries with a 

significant number of keg pubs, perhaps the one with the least understandable policy on cask beers 

is Matthew Brown, who only have one cask outlet in their nine pubs. Perhaps after the Scottish & 

Newcastle business has died down, they will concentrate on improving the situation. The solitary 

Vaux pub now sells Wards bitter as well as Samson, though it is uncertain whether or not a pint is a 

pint. The beer is still served in unlined, oversize glasses and so never filled to the top. 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 



BOLTON DIARY Weds 5 June "Derby Day Do" at the Falcon (Tetley) 8.30pm 

8th June Sunday Social at the Brinsop Arms, Westhoughton 12 noon.  

Wed 19 June 8.30 Social, Lodge Bank Tavern (Lees)  

Wed 3 July 8.30pm Meeting at the George (Wilsons), Bolton 

What’s Doing July 1985 

The arrangement which Jennings had with Bass to supply Bass pubs with Jennings Bitter had ceased 

and was replaced with a deal with Tetley Walker, this meant that Bolton lost no Jennings as Bass had 

never been clever enough to sell it in their Bolton pubs, but now Tetley Walker pushed the boat out 

and were selling it in one at the Albion on Moor Lane. 

In Branch Diary there was a social at the Three Crowns in Little Lever on the 7th, with the branch 

meeting on the 10th at the George.  Then a proposed minibus trip to Derby Beer Festival on the 13th 

followed by a social at the Cross Guns on Deane Road. Another social was planned on August 4th in 

Horwich at the Old Original Bay Horse and the Bay Horse.  

What’s Doing August 1985 

The Howcroft was nominated as one of three Greater Manchester pubs for a Pub Preservation 

Award. The Howcroft (Walkers)in Bolton is not the sort of pub usually singled out for refurbishment 

being a typical end of terrace Victorian pub. It was possibly the bowling green which gave this urban 

pub a new lease of life. Alterations have improved the Howcroft without detracting from the 

amenities. A vault and games room still remain, as well as a much-improved bowling green. 

The Blue Boar (Whitbread) on Deansgate, is now selling hand pumped Boddingtons bitter. The pub 

has got rid of its bare board and sawdust image with the installation of a carpet. Rumour has it that 

Pennine Joke plan a similar improvement at the much criticised Old Three Crowns further down 

Deansgate. 

Tetley Walker provided a list of their pubs which would be selling Jennings bitter, in addition to the 

Albion, the Bradford Arms, Bradford St, King William III, Manchester Road, Clifton Arms, Newport 

Street were listed. 

The Market Hotel in Brackley Street, probably the most attractive pub in Farnworth, is having the 

Walkers treatment. The pool room and snug are being merged, although the basic style of the pub 

will remain. As far as we understand the public bar is to be little altered. The mention of 

‘redevelopment’ is normally enough to give any honest CAMRA member the shakes, but such has 

been the quality of the Walkers improvements in the Bolton area – at the Ainsworth, the Cross Guns, 

the Howcroft and the Hare and Hounds – that this should be a development to be welcomed. 

Tom Hilsley has left the Boars Head, Churchgate for another Greenalls pub – Royal Oak Bradshaw. So 

far he’s managed to install cask mild and handpumps, and he hopes to have Greenalls Original bitter 

on handpump before very long. 



In Branch Diary in addition to the social mentioned in July, the branch meeting was at the Howcroft 

on the 7th, followed on the 18th with a social at the Royal Oak, Bradshaw. The early in the month 

social on the 5th was at the Crofters. 

What’s Doing September 1985 

Bolton’s cider pub, the Man & Scythe on Churchgate has had handpumps fitted to dispense the 

golden nectar. Nothing else has changed – Whitbread keg beers are still available for the eccentric. 

An update to the Greater Manchester Guide (see February 1985 above) was included, this noted the 

change in licensing hours (11.00-3.00 and 5.30-11.00, Sundays 12.00-2.00 and 7.00-10.30) 

The Peel on Higher Bridge Street had now closed, in addition to those listed above the Prince Rupert 

on Holmeswood Road was now selling Jennings Bitter. The Happy Hour at Winston’s had ceased, the 

Bulmers cider had gone from the No Name in Harwood and at the Toll Bar in Horwich the 

monochrome TV had gone, but the Mild had changed to Best Mild. 

No Branch Diary 

What’s Doing October 1985 

The Anchor, a Boddingtons ‘Free House’ on Eagle Street, off Bury Road, has come up with a novel line 

in catering. Instead of building a single kitchen extension they’ve tagged a Fish and Chip shop onto 

the end of the pub. There is now an intercom behind the bar of the pub and patrons requiring fish 

and chips can order at the bar and have it brought round to them. 

Two pubs in the Bolton area have received long overdue alterations. First of all, Wilsons have given 

their Pennine Host counterparts a lesson in pub renovation at the White Lion on the corner of 

Deansgate and Moor Lane. Comfortable seating has been installed in the lounge bar, which has been 

moved back, thus vastly increasing the size of the room, while the vault/games room has been 

extended into what was once the entrance to a courtyard. A number of old photographs in the 

lounge show the pub and its surroundings down through the years and make interesting viewing. The 

whole renovation is quite tasteful and not before time – it is believed that the last alterations of note 

were in the early 1960’s. Hand pumped mild and bitter remain. 

Meanwhile Boddingtons have finally completed work on the Bradford Arms, Buckley Lane, 

Farnworth. The vault and lounge remain separate, but the bar has been shortened to provide more 

seating. Here too, it has been a tasteful renovation, with the pub now having a more comfortable 

look about it. Handpumps have been installed and thankfully Boddies mild remains, although keg 

Oldham is also on sale. Food is now served at lunchtimes.  

No Branch Diary. 

What’s Doing November 1985 

The range of real ales at Winstons (formerly the Gipsy’s Tent) has improved somewhat. Stones bitter 

and Boddingtons bitter and mild were joined by Draught Bass on 16th October. 



In Branch Diary there was a Sunday social on 10th   starting at the Three Crowns then the Rose Hill 

Tavern in Daisyhill. This was followed on 13th by the AGM at the George, two weeks later the 

committee meeting/Social was at the Derby Arms. Sunday 8th December saw a Pre-Christmas crawl 

of the Town Centre starting at the York, then Clifton, Ancient Shepherd, Prince William in the first 

hour, with the remaining pubs to be decided on the night. 

Bolton Beer Break Issue No 1 Xmas 1985 and Beerlines 1 Xmas 1985 

From now on life becomes a little more complicated as Bolton Branch introduced its own magazine - 

Bolton Beer Break and at the same time a new, but what was to be only a rather short-lived regional 

magazine called Beerlines was introduced as well. The branch switched its allegiance to Beerlines 

instead of What’s Doing 



 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

  

 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 

 

Camra Bolton Branch Accounts to 
31/10/1985  

    

Income £ Expenditure £ 

Cash B/Fwd.           0.63    

Bank A/C B/fwd..           3.36  Misc. Expenses 
       
2.50  

What's Doing Sales      185.51  What's Doings Payments 
  
206.85  

Income From Raffles Etc         15.87    

GBG Sales      181.50  GBG payments 
  
180.00  

GM Guide sales         52.00  GM Guide Payments 
    
46.80  

Camra Mirrors         28.00  Camra Mirrors 
    
23.00  

Brewery Trips         20.00  Cash C/Fwd. 
       
5.81  

W/Back Unpresented Cheque         19.50    

  Bank A/C C/fwd. 
    
41.41  

Total      506.37   

  
506.37  

 

 


