
Camra Bolton Branch and its Pubs as seen by the 

What’s Doing Contributors 2006 

Bolton Branch Pubs included in the 2006 Good Beer Guide were 

Bolton – Ainsworth, Bobs Smithy, Dog & Partridge, Hen & Chickens, Kings Head, Lodge Bank Tavern, 

Sweet Green Tavern 

Bromley Cross – Flag 

Farnworth – Britannia 

Harwood – House with No Name 

Horwich – Crown 

Stoneclough – Market Street Tavern 

Westhoughton – Brinsop, Rosehill 

What’s Doing January 2006 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-

doing/ 
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What’s Doing February 2006 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-

doing/ 

Nothing about Bolton Branch or its pubs. 

What’s Doing March 2006 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-doing/ 

Nothing about Bolton Branch or its pubs. 

What’s Doing April 2006 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-doing/ 

Nothing about Bolton Branch or its pubs. 

What’s Doing May 2006 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-doing/ 
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What’s Doing June 2006 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-doing/ 

Nothing about Bolton Branch or its pubs. 

What’s Doing July 2006 
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What’s Doing August 2006 https://greatermanchester.camra.org.uk/branch-magazines/whats-

doing/ 
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https://www.theguardian.com/news/2006/nov/15/obituaries.mainsection 

Obituary 

Neil Richardson 

By Michael Powell 

Wed 15 Nov 2006 00.15 GMT 

The history of the north-west has lost a central figure with the death from cancer of the printer and 

publisher Neil Richardson, aged 58. Born in Bury, he completed a BSc in physics at Salford University 

in 1971. He abandoned work on his PhD to become a printer; his earliest publications included the 

Salford student newspaper and What's Doing, the newsletter of the North Manchester branch of 

Camra, the real ale lobby group. 

Neil's first booklet on local history, about Salford pubs, appeared in 1978. Books on local breweries 

and gazetteers of public houses were followed by more general histories, all rooted in the 

experiences of people whose voices were, at best, marginal in the conventional historical record. 

Assisted by his wife Sue, he edited, designed and printed his distinctive publications with speed and 

sensitivity, and they were soon occupying increasing shelf space in bookshops - at prices affordable 

to people who would not normally have bought a history book. Increasingly aware of the difficulties 

of obtaining particular types of documents, Neil made available nearly 300 out-of-print guide books, 

directories, maps and other publications, and changed the world of local history publishing. He 

helped to establish a more democratically produced history, based on the lives of ordinary people. 

Much of this passed unnoticed in the academic world, though historians who discovered Neil's 

publications found them an invaluable source in their own teaching and researches. Indeed, some 

found in Neil a more appropriate outlet and congenial publisher for their own work. 

He was a shy, modest man with a dry sense of humour, who peppered What's Doing with spoofs and 

satires of landlords and breweries. This resulted on three occasions in solicitors' letters on behalf of 

upset licensees. His commitment ensured that the newsletter appeared every month for 30 years - 

and 368 issues - until surgery in June prevented its publication. Neil announced that this was "owing 

to essential maintenance on the printer". Sue survives him. 
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The following pubs had closed during 2006 – 

Church Hotel 172-174, Crook Street Bolton, it was delicensed on 21/12/06 but had closed prior to 

this. Landlord was Mr Antony Gough Aston, owner ESG (Licensing) Co (part of Alan Bowes group). It 

did not sell any cask beer at the time of its closure. 

White Hart 67-69, Albert Rd, Farnworth it was delicensed on 05/10/06, Landlord Alan Sykes, owner 

Newlord Ltd. It did not sell any cask beer at the time of its closure. 

Schooner Inn, Hollin Hey Road, Montserrat, Bolton.  Pub was closed on 19/05/06. It took until 12/08/09 
before it was delicensed and had been demolished during 2008! landlord Chris McNamara and owner 
Hydes Brewery. Site rebuilt on with residential property see planning application 73566/06. It never 
knowingly sold any cask beer. 
 


