
Camra Bolton Branch and its Pubs 2014 

Bolton Branch Pubs included in the 2014 Good Beer Guide were 

Blackrod - Poacher 

Bolton – Bank Top Brewery Tap, Barristers, Bob’s Smithy, Bolton Ukrainian Club, Dog & 

Partridge, Hope & Anchor, Spinning Mule 

Harwood – House Without a Name 

Horwich – Bowling Green, Crown, Old Original Bay Horse, Victoria & Albert 

Westhoughton – Robert Shaw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Branch Meeting Dates 2014 

Balmoral 29/01/14 

UKI Club 19/02/14 Committee 

Spinning Mule 26/02/14 

Spinning Mule 26/03/14 

Dog and Partridge 30/04/14 

House Without a Name 19/05/14 Committee 

Sweet Green Tavern 28/05/14 

Alma 17/06/14 Committee 

Old Three Crowns 25/06/14 

Dragonfly 16/07/14 Committee 

Old Man & Scythe 23/07/14 

Balmoral 27/08/14 

Star & Garter 18/09/14 Committee 

Hen & Chickens 25/09/14 

Ainsworth 23/10/14 Committee 

Albion 30/10/14 

Horwich RMI Club 18/11/14 Committee 

Spinning Mule 27/11/14 

UKI Club 18/12/14 

 

 



Bolton Beer Breaks 7 February 2014 Pub News      Link

 

https://bolton.camra.org.uk/bolton-camra-newsletters/2012-present-bolton-beer-breaks
https://bolton.camra.org.uk/bolton-camra-newsletters/2012-present-bolton-beer-breaks
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https://bolton.camra.org.uk/bolton-camra-newsletters/2012-present-bolton-beer-breaks


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Bolton Beer Breaks 9 Autumn 2014 Pub News      Link 

 

Pub News 
The former Capitol pub on Churchgate is to reopen as a "Victorian gin palace themed" bar called Hogarths. 
Interestingly it will also have its own in-house Brewery, the fourth in the borough. 
The Bradford Arms on Buckley Lane in Farnworth now has one handpump. This was selling Ringwood Brewery 
Bitter on a recent visit and in pretty good nick. 
The Market Street Tavern, Stoneclough, now has four cask ales. 
The Kings Arms Hotel in Farnworth has a 20p CAMRA discount. 
The Clock Face in Kearsley, the Craven Heifer in Astley Bridge, the Masons at Egerton and Dunscar Arms are 

all for sale. 
The Cotton Tree on Prince St near Aldi on Higher Bridge St, recently sold, has reopened under new licencees 

Kevin and Debbie. They have moved from the Royal Oak in Runcorn where they had real ale on 2 pumps. 
Reports are that real ale might soon be arriving on the Cotton Tree bar. 
The V&A in Horwich has announced that it is one of the very few pubs to get a cask of Moorhouse's Black Cat 

Reserve, a rare 7% version of their award winning Dark Mild. This will be on the bar at a Moorhouse's roadshow 
on the 1st October 5pm-8pm when there will be a range of Moorhouse's beers on the bar and Brewery 

representatives present. 
The Original Bay Horse in Horwich has been refurbished and is now open under the ownership of Bolton 

Wanderers legend John McGinlay and his family. 
There is a new manager at the Blue Boar on Deansgate. Sadly there is still no real ale on the bar, but real 
cider is served and what better time to try it than during October Cider Month when they will be taking part 
in our cider passport scheme. 

Dan & Gina Buck have sold their Great Ale Year Round micro-bar on Bolton Markets. The bar received a loyal 

following in a short time and did much to promote real ale within the town. 

Our best wishes go with them for future ventures. The bar will continue under new owners Anne and Steve 
who are looking to use the existing formula to further its success. 
Trust Inns have closed Arkwrights Ale House on Valletts Lane which was delicensed on June 23rd, this was 
the same day that Marstons delicensed the Cotton Tree, but that was then relicensed on July 2nd. (See 
above) 
The Greenwood Arms on Chorley New Road in Horwich, closed since 2011, is to become a Morrisons "local 
shop". The shameful loss of this thriving, landmark, community pub follows the overturning by the 
Government Planning Inspector of Bolton Council's planning refusal for conversion to retail units 

Club News 
Horwich RMI Club on Chorley New Road have opened a beer lounge with 6 hand pumps. Four are from 

their supplier, Heineken, and at least one is from award-winning local brewery Blackedge. CAMRA 
members are accepted at any time with 20p discount on the beer. It is open 12-12 every day. 

 Farnworth Social Circle Cricket Club has two handpumps with Bank Top or Thwaites on the bar when the 
Club is open. 

https://bolton.camra.org.uk/bolton-camra-newsletters/2012-present-bolton-beer-breaks


The Adventures of a Beer Break delivery man - Part One 
First drop off was Tavern Fayre (formerly Tavern on the Hill) Hunger Hill 
a large open plan pub restaurant predominantly geared for diners but with 
Real Ale. The only negative aspect was achieving access to the 
establishment. The two doors at the front are emergency exit only. I had 
earned a pint by the time I had found my way in round the back across a 
huge car park. If you have mobility difficulties don't bother and if you don't 
have walking difficulties but are as dumb as me you will have by the time 
you make it to the bar. Nevertheless I was greeted most warmly in a very 
CAMRA friendly pub. Three hand-pumps dispensing Copper Dragon Sun 
Chaser £2:60, Pictish Alchemy and St Austell Liquid Sunshine. I sampled 

the former which scored a very acceptable 3 made all the more satisfying 
with the extremely generous 60p off for CAMRA members. The 
enthusiastic young barman sent over the manageress who explained that 
Craft Beers also attract a discount for CAMRA members. She added that 
the beers rotate with Harvest Pale and Summer Lightening next up. Future 
events planned include Home Made Pork Pie with a pint initiative to 
illustrate that beer can be enjoyed as an accompaniment to savoury pastries 
as well as wine. 

Next stop was Three Pigeons Wigan Road. I had been warned not to expect Cask and sure enough this 
was the case. Consequently, I had to resort to a pint of "Satan’s Urine" (smooth flow beer) Greene 
King Smooth flow £2:80 wasn't too offensive and the barmaid happily accepted my pamphlets. 
Queen Anne Wigan Road was a slightly surreal experience. One room with lots of wood and a 

group of regulars who seemed perplexed that I was sat down scribbling notes. Two hand-pumps but 

only one active. The chap on the bar took my pamphlets but he seemed puzzled by the concept of a 

Real Ale magazine. I must admit I feared the worst as he pulled a pint of Cross Bay Zenith 5% 

ABV imagining it would be better served over my chips! How wrong could I be? - it was gorgeous 

and cost a staggering £2:10 scoring 3.5. I would happily have stayed for another pint but duty 

called. 

I was brought up in the area and for no better reason than to reminisce I next visited the 

Vulcan Junction Road. No Real Ale but I was made very welcome sunk half a pint of Stella @ £1:50 
chatted to the three other punters in attendance about Bolton Wanderers, dropped off my pamphlets 
and left. 
I had purposely left one of my favourite pubs until last Kings Head Junction Road. A 

charming Olde Worlde pub  

full of Horse Brasses with several defined drinking 

areas, a Bowling Green and views over Deane 

Clough and Deane Golf Club. Perhaps it was the 

Cross Bay Zenith seeping through but I announced 

myself to Bob the landlord before I ordered my  

beer. Bob insisted it was "on the house" which left 

me feeling somewhat embarrassed. I explained that 

wasn't what I was looking for. Appropriately I had a 

very decent pint of Timothy Taylor Landlord which 

scored 2.5. Given the generosity of my welcome I 

felt obliged to pay for the other Cask Ale available a 

pint of Bank Top Flat Cap £2:60 which scored an 

equally acceptable 2.5. I confirmed that I will return with the next issue of Beer Breaks and that I do 

not expect a free pint! Overall a very pleasant and entertaining afternoon.  
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https://bolton.camra.org.uk/bolton-camra-newsletters/2012-present-bolton-beer-breaks


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



The following pubs closed during 2014. 

Greyhound (Fast Dog) 1, Manchester Road, Westhoughton. Pub was closed and boarded up on 
19/10/14. Approved Planning Application 93403/15 is for use as an Indian Restaurant called Mangrove. 
 
Arkwrights Ale House 1 Valletts Lane. Pub had been closed by Trust Inns and delicensed by 23/06/14, 
even though a new landlord had started in December 2013. There were fine words about the retention of 
the pub from the council in 2014, but two years later there was no need for prior approval of its 
demolition! 
 
Old Original British Queen 105-107, Blackburn Rd. Pub had been closed, delicensed and boarded up 
by 23/04/14. Planning Application 93775/15 is to demolish the pub and rebuild with a 5-bedroom 
dwelling. Noted as partly demolished 16/03/16. 
 
Victoria Inn 42-44, Market Street, Farnworth. Thought to have closed and been sold around May/June 
2014, Planning Application 92199/14 for 9 flats withdrawn, 92896/14 was refused for a conversion to an 
HMO, 93162/14 for a Car Wash on the rear car park was refused. 93690/15 was for conversion of the 
ground floor to two offices. It was noticed that work proceeded around the pub pool table! 05968/19 
was for a retail unit and flat on the first floor this was approved but 00846/26 was a retrospective 
application for the same thing. The pub had been up for sale with Jenics for £195,000 in 2013. 
 
Rock House Hotel (New Globe) 65, Duke Street. Pub had closed and was delicensed on 10/01/14, 
Planning application 89361/13 was for a conversion to a 10-bedroom house. 
 
Bolton Royal British Legion, 98 Chorley New Road. Converted to housing, see planning application 
92793/14 
 
New Pubs in 2014. 
 
One For the Road Stalls F14 to F15 Ashburner Street Lifestyle Hall. Opened as Great Ale Year Round 
on 19/01/14. Only open during market hours. Initially there was a Tuesday Club when the cask beers 
were £2.25 a pint. The microbar was sold to new owners Anne and Steve Sims in Autumn 2014. Spring 
Pub of the season 2015 went to the renamed Great Ale at the Market. Renamed to One for the Road in 
2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


