
Camra Bolton Branch and its Pubs 2016 

Bolton Branch Pubs included in the 2016 Good Beer Guide were 

Bolton – Alma, Bank Top Brewery Tap, Barristers, Bob’s Smithy, Bolton Ukrainian Club, Hen 

& Chickens, Kings Head, Spinning Mule, Tavern Fayre 

Harwood – House Without a Name 

Horwich – Bank Top Brewery Ale House, Crown, Old Original Bay Horse, Victoria & Albert 

Branch Meetings 2016 (Incomplete) 

Bob’s Smithy 17/02/16 Committee 

Black Horse (Kearsley) 16/03/16 

Old Man & Scythe 31/03/16 

Millstone 19/04/16 Committee 

Balmoral 28/04/16 

Doffcocker 19/05/16 Committee 

Millstone 02/06/16 

Ellesmere Club 23/06/16 Committee 

Great Ale at the Market 07/07/16 

Bank Top Brewery 04/08/16 

Blackedge Brewery Bar 18/08/16 Committee 

UKI Club 07/09/16 

Star & Garter 22/09/16 Committee 

Millstone 06/10/16 

Millstone 03/11/16 

 

 



 

Bolton Beer Breaks 13 Winter 2015/6 Pub News      Link 

 

 

https://bolton.camra.org.uk/bolton-camra-newsletters/2012-present-bolton-beer-breaks


 



 



 

 

 



 

 



Bolton Beer Breaks 14 Summer 2016 Pub News      Link 

 

 

 

 

https://bolton.camra.org.uk/bolton-camra-newsletters/2012-present-bolton-beer-breaks


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Bolton Beer Breaks 15 Autumn 2016 Pub News      Link 

 

 

https://bolton.camra.org.uk/bolton-camra-newsletters/2012-present-bolton-beer-breaks


 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 



The Following Pubs Closed in 2016 

Brierfield Hotel 721, Blackburn Road. The pub just made it into 2016 and was closed by Punch 

Taverns on 06/01/2016. It had been for sale since September 2015; it was soon fenced off. On No 

Business Rates list 06/01/16, and was now owned by Ramsey Street Madrasah, Demolished w/c 

27/03/20. Planning application 06545/19 was for approval to demolish the building. See Approved 

Planning Application 09635/20 for a new educational facility and Mosque. 

Moses Gate 5, Bolton Road Moses Gate. The Pub/Music Venue had closed 18/03/16 after the pub 
landlord was unable to agree new terms with the owner, the pub itself looked in need of repairs and 
some maintenance. The music venue moved to the upstairs Function Room at the Flying Flute on 
Bradshawgate. On No Business Rates list 07/04/16, noted as for sale by Brookes Commercial 
Properties and boarded up 18/06/16. 07/16 now owned by GM Properties (Bolton) Ltd. Application 
00902/17 is to demolish the property is adjudged not to require prior approval, earmarked for 
replacement with dwellings. Water main burst opposite pub requiring rebuild of railway embankment, 
caused road closure and pub to be cordoned off. See March 2018 Photos. It was demolished in June 
2018. See also Bolton News 22/09/18 for comparative photos of pub from a Dutton pub in 1967 to a pile 
of rubble in 2018, the houses have never been built, it remains a vacant overgrown plot of land in 2026. 
It retained a Vaux Breweries sign high up on the rear wall until the end. 
 
Rocket New Lane, Breightmet. Bolton’s most infamous pub. Planning application 94799/15 was to 
demolish the pub and replace with a Spar convenience store is given the go ahead 19/11/15, pub closes 
10/01/16, pub drunk dry and contents stripped out by souvenir hunters on last night. Boarded up and 
fenced off 12/04/16. Pub had been sold by Marston’s to Spar before closure was announced in June 
2015, the locals were very unhappy, and attempts were made to get an Asset of Community Value (ACV) 
from the council, but time was against this to meet the criteria. The pub was demolished and the 
Supermarket built on the car park. The pub had included a ‘proper’ Chippy using the left-hand entrance, 
so this brought even more resentment regarding the closure. 
 
Blue Boar 96, Deansgate. The pub had closed in August with their facebook page advising that this was 
only temporary whilst it was refurbished it turned out that it been sold to Bolton Council Property arm so 
that it could become part of a development area. There were rumours that it would be reopened by the 
council, but this never happened. Given the council involvement it was not surprising perhaps that it 
took until July 2022 before it was eventually demolished. 
 
Downtown 63, Bradshawgate. Pub closed on 31/10/2016 when the business transferred to Oscar’s 
Bar on Nelson Square. It was leased to Castlefield Gallery then became empty premises. 
 
 
The Following were new pubs in 2016.  
 
dubTap 179, Lee Lane, Horwich. New Micropub called dubTap after nearby dub Brewery opened 
03/06/16. Later known as Tap and Cork and then Loft. 
 
Beer School 88, Market Street, Westhoughton. New Micropub opened 29/10/16 by Rachel Birch. There 
were four cask beers available, plus real Cider and a selection of bottled beers. 
 
 
 
  



 


