
Camra Bolton Branch and its Pubs 2017 

Bolton Branch Pubs included in the 2017 Good Beer Guide were 

Bolton – Bank Top Brewery Tap, Bob’s Smithy, Bolton Ukrainian Club, Finishers, Kings Head, 

Old Man & Scythe, Great Ale at the Market (One for the Road) 

Bromley Cross - Flag 

Harwood – House Without a Name 

Horwich – Bank Top Brewery Ale House, Brewery Bar, Crown, Victoria & Albert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Branch Meetings in 2017 

Spinning Mule 05/01/17 

Ainsworth 24/01/17 Committee 

Balmoral 02/02/17 

Bank Top Brewery Ale House 14/02/17 Committee 

Millstone 02/03/17 

House with No Name 30/03/17 Committee 

Horwich Conservative Club 06/04/17 

Millstone 04/05/17 

Hen & Chickens 23/05/17 Committee 

Wheatsheaf 01/06/17 

Old Three Crowns 20/06/17 Committee 

Great Ale at the Market 06/07/17 

Horwich RMI Club 03/08/17 

Masons Arms 16/08/17 Committee 

UKI Club 06/09/17 

Robert Shaw 15/09/17 Committee 

Millstone 05/10/17 

Hope & Anchor 18/10/17 Committee 

Spinning Mule 02/11/17 

Bay Mare 22/11/17 Committee 

Wheatsheaf 07/12/17 

  

 



Bolton Beer Breaks 16 Spring 2017 Pub News      Link 

 

 

https://bolton.camra.org.uk/bolton-camra-newsletters/2012-present-bolton-beer-breaks


 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 



Bolton Beer Breaks 18 Summer 2017 Pub News      Link 

 

                                                                                       Of their Farmhouse Inns called the Pine Tree Farm. 

 

 

https://bolton.camra.org.uk/bolton-camra-newsletters/2012-present-bolton-beer-breaks


 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 



Bolton Beer Breaks 19 Autumn/Winter 2017 Pub News      Link 

 

https://bolton.camra.org.uk/bolton-camra-newsletters/2012-present-bolton-beer-breaks


 

 

 

 



 

The Following pubs closed in 2017. 

Canary Tavern 96, High Street, Little Lever. Pub had closed 01/10/17 Available for £150K from Miller 
Metcalfe, sold to Hands on Computer Services. Planning application 05593/19 and 2 flats refused, 
06142/19 with no flats approved. 
 
Flying Flute 28, Bradshawgate. It had been for sale for some time, with Christies £950K (under offer), 
also with Jeremy Rubin, reduced to £800K 07/07/15 no longer listed by Christies 08/09/15. It was 
listed on the No Business Rates list with owners Whitbread Group PLC no longer listed now 
Harringtons (North West) Ltd, still listed 06/01/17 and 04/05/17, no longer showing as new listing 
01/08/17, now owned by another Darren Miller Co Gemini Leisure Enterprises, showing as under 
offer 07/12/17. On No Business Rates list again 01/12/17 and notified as empty of furniture 
14/02/18, it had been sold and due to be converted to a Restaurant & Bar, which would take 12-18 
months, listed by Jeremy Rubin as sold 04/04/18. Planning application 04462/18 approved for 3 
Shops plus upstairs flats. Hairdresser and Beauty salon due to open in part of site early December 
2020, Posh Burger bar opened April 2021. 
 
McCauleys 79/83 Bradshawgate. It had closed 15/06/17, this was after the licence had been 
revoked after a brawl at 6.30am on a Sunday morning. Planning application 11074/21 was to convert 
to retail units with apartments above. 
 
Starkie Arms 150, Tonge Moor Road. Pub had closed 31/05/17 when the operators Weston Castle 
had a voluntary agreement to pay HMRC £950,000, the pub was owned by Thwaites and been one of 
their few Tank beer pubs, but they were in denial about their ownership as was the case with many 
of their other ‘Wet Led’ pubs. It was soon boarded up, but oddly it was no longer boarded up on 
06/07/2017 but not open. There was an unofficial Pub Bonfire in the vault on 04/11/17. It was For 
Sale with Trevor Dawson on 17/12/17 as a former pub Price on Application. A Sold sign appeared on 



the pub 03/05/18 Planning application 004263/18 was to demolish and replace with a Heron 
supermarket. It was demolished on 18/12/18, when it still had pictures hung on the walls whilst 
being demolished.  
 

The Following New Pubs opened in 2017. 
 
Pine Tree Farm Cutacre Way Over Hulton. New build Greene King Carvery, Restaurant and Bar 
outlet, which opened on 21/08/2017. Greene King Abbott and IPA were available. 
 
Koo Bar 105, Market Street Westhoughton. New Bar opened on 09/10/2017 in previous retail 
outlet, no cask beer available. 
 
JR’s Ale House 176, Chorley New Road, Horwich. New Microbar opened in former retail premises on 
13/10/17 with a choice of five Cask Beers available. 
 
Crux Emporium 45, Lee Lane, Horwich. Unique Bar which opened on 22/11/2017 where you learnt how 
to make (and then drink) themed potions (Cocktails) named after the Harry Potter Films including he 
who should not be named (OK, Voldemort) and a group of adventurous school kids. There were no 
draught beers but bottles of Robinsons Wizard, Unicorn and Moorhouse's Pendle Witches Brew and 
Blond Witch were available. Takeaways of 'potions' were available too. Very sadly, the owner of the bar 
was killed in car crash causing closure. After it closed on 07/11/2021 it became the 8-Bit Micro Arcade 
where gaming fans could re-live their youth in this bar which was a fun arcade and games centre for 
families by day and a bar at night for adults. When that closed it became Inn the Dog House in July 2025. 
It was originally called the Horcrux Emporium but a certain Film Company’s lawyers intervened and said 
using the word Horcrux was not permitted. 
 
Cave, Bank Bar and Grill and Baltic Cellar were all new bars that opened in the vaults under Market 
Place during 2017. Usually, the bars were an open bar as part of a main food offering. None of them sold 
any cask beer. 
 
Rae’s Bar 13, Deansgate. This was a downstairs bar underneath a ground floor Café, it opened on 
02/12/2017 but closed on 18/03/2018 after it was believed to have had lease issues. In December 2024 
the building became Rogue’s Bar which specialises in Darts. 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 


